2008 American Legion Band Competition Script

Saturday, August 23, 2008 at 1:50 p.m.
Phoenix, Arizona
Set-up crew sets chairs, stands, and music.  Caroline and Ray are seated on stage.

Colors posted.

Barb leads band on stage.  Band remains standing.  Barb signals band to sit and remove hats.
Belinda steps onto the podium and starts tuning process.  Belinda sits.
Approach podium.  Competition rep announces band and asks if we are ready to enter competition.

Perform On Eagle’s Wings.

Applause and bow.
Remarks:

Warm-Up Selection:  On Eagle’s Wings, by Robert W. Smith.

Good afternoon.  I am Heather Pickett, Conductor of the American Legion Band of Greater Kansas City.  The American Legion Band of Greater Kansas City is proud to making its 58th consecutive appearance in the American Legion’s Senior Band Competition.

Our warm-up selection this afternoon was On Eagle’s Wings by Robert W. Smith.  On Eagle’s Wings was commissioned in 1999 by Captain N. Alan Clark and the Band of the U.S. Air Force Reserve in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the U.S. Air Force Reserve, and is dedicated to “Our Citizen Airmen.”
March Selection:  Sound Off, by John Philip Sousa.

Our march selection is John Philip Sousa’s Sound Off, edited by Colonel John R. Bourgeois.  Sound Off was composed in 1885, when Sousa was in his fifth year as Director of the United States Marine Band.  Sound Off was apparently intended for ceremonial use by the Marine Band.  As he had done on previous occasions, Sousa used a marching command as the title of his composition.  It was dedicated to Major George Porter Houston, one of Sousa’s superiors at the Marine Barracks in Washington, D.C.

Part of the “Sound Off” tradition is the playing of three chords while standing fast, preceding the music actually performed on the march.  The three chords are thought to signify “three cheers” from the assembled crowds.  Today, the Marine Band has eliminated the three chords preceding the ceremonial “Sound Off,” and uses only percussion to signal the march.
Sound Off, by John Philip Sousa.
Wait for acknowledgement from judges to perform contest march.

Perform Sound Off.

Applause and bow.

Remarks:

Contest Selection:  Hammersmith – Prelude and Scherzo for Band, by Gustav Holst.

For our contest selection, we will perform Hammersmith, by Gustav Holst.  Hammersmith is a Prelude and Scherzo which was commissioned by the BBC military band in 1930.  Holst afterwards rewrote it for full orchestra.
Hammersmith got its name from the Hammersmith district, located in west central London.  Hammersmith is a busy commercial district that features ample shopping and entertainment and today is home to several major corporations’ British headquarters – including CocaCola, AOL UK, Sony Ericsson, and Disney.  Holst had lived across the river from Hammersmith in nearby Barnes for nearly forty years.
Holst was careful to say that Hammersmith is NOT program music.  He wrote Hammersmith to reflect his impressions of the town.  Its mood is the outcome of long years of familiarity with the changing crowds and the changing river (the River Thames).  It begins with a haunting musical depiction of the River Thames flowing underneath Hammersmith Bridge.  The river’s current is subtle, constant, but usually unnoticed.  Juxtaposed against the river is the hustle and bustle of the typical Saturday night crowd, ranging from the patrons who were being pushed off the pavement into the middle of traffic, the vendors positioned behind the Broadway who featured an unexpected assortments of goods lit up by brilliant flares, and the large woman at the fruit shop who always called him “dearie” when he bought oranges for his Sunday picnics.  The Saturday night crowd eventually disperses.  All is once again quiet and all that remains is that with which we began – the simple, unconcerned flow of the river.
On behalf of the American Legion Band of Greater Kansas City, we hope you have enjoyed today’s program.

Belinda stands and gives additional tuning note.  Belinda sits.

Wait for acknowledgement from judges to go on to concert selection.

Perform Hammersmith.
Applause, motion for band to stand, and bow.  Band remains standing until Barb signals “sit down.”

Colors retrieved; salute.

Leave stage.
Barb stands.  Barb signals band to replace hats, then stand and push music stands forward.  Barb leads band off stage.
Set-up crew retrieves music.  Caroline and Ray come off stage.

